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great contribution to the nationalist awakening
in India. During this period there was a
remarkable revival of Islamic culture also. Sir
Syed Ahmed Khan founded the Mohammadan
Anglo-Oriental college at Aligarh which later
on became the Muslim University. The Ali-
garh Movement, as it was called had great in-
fluence on the political life of the Muslim com-
munity. Besides these movements there were
other movements of religious and social reform
among the Sikhs, the Christian Church of India
and the Parsees which were great assets to Indian
politics. In addition to these social and cultural
movements there were two associations which
were founded with a definite political objective,
known as the British Indian Association and the
Indian Association. The British Indian Asso-
ciation, which was founded in 1851, represented
the interests of landed aristocracy. As a reaction
to this,, the Indian Association came into existence
representing the educated middle classes. It
paved the way for the Indian National Congress
and lost its -political importance after the Congress
was established.1

1 C. F. Andrews, and   Girija, Mookerji,   The Rise and
Growth of the Congress in India) pp. 13-117-